In more specific terms, the mass media were expected to assist in development through, among other things, teaching the populace basic productive skills, complementing formal education, especially for adult literacy and by generally providing 'surveillance of the cultural environment.' This is a political function involving serving as 'a watchdog' of the people's interests against the excesses of government or any 'cultural invasion' from without.
Lerner's 'model' of modernization, which was embraced and <.. expanded by Schramm (1964) , Pye (1964) , Rao (1966) , and Rogers (1962) , among others, a good illustration of the dominant paradigm of development through modernization.' The key . variables in Lerner's model were empathy, literacy, media participation, urbanization, and modernization. Empathy was defined as 'the capacity to see oneself in the other fellow's situation. '6 Lemer conceived empathy in terms of 'the mobile personality,' denoting a 'high capacity for identification with new aspects of (one's) environment.'' The mobile personality, Lerner main- tained, was a feature of urban, rather than rural settings, 'an indispensable skill for people moving out of traditional settings.'
Lemer related the variables in the following manner:
The secular evolution of a participant (modem) society appears to involve a regular sequence of three phases. Urbani Griffin and Khan found no support for the argument that poverty in the Third World was due to the inability of food production to keep up with the rapidly expanding population; only in one of the seven countries studied -Bangladesh -was population found to be expanding faster than domestic food production. The one factor that best explained increasing poverty was 'a high degree of (economic) inequality':
The answer to why poverty has increased has more to do with the structure of the economy than its rate of growth ...
In the economy as a whole, the richest 20 percent of households typically receive about half the income, whereas the poorest 40 
